Lted Prees Intermationa)

¢ had brought his relndcer, was stranded at
\lrport In Denver by the snow storm,

falls since late October in the higher
clevations west of here, Boulder and the
Denver area had experienced unseason-.
ably warm temperatures, in the 50°s
and 60's, over the last week,
Only five of nine officers on the city
Police Department’s morning  shift
today were able to make it in 10 work
because of the storm, a police spokes.
man siaid. And sheriff's deputies said
that onc of the department’s four-wheel
drive patrol cars was among the scores
of vehicles that had run off snow-packed
roads and were stuck in roadside anfis.
Blowing snow and impassable roads
farced the Postal Service to call off

Spt. Jom Ecker of the Boulder County
Sherift's Department said.

Trip is Canceled

Dut for many people, the storm did
upset holiday plans. Donnie Nair, a
Boulder real estate agent, had to post-
pone a trip with her husband, Jack, to
visit relatives in Greeley, Colo., ordi-
nanly a drive of barely an hour.

“Since we were planning to go away
from home for the holidays, the only
food feft in the house is champagne and
some smoked turkey,” Mrs. Nair com.
plained. “I'm from California, and 1
fuess Il never leamn to plan for snow at
Chnslmasu.me."
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BOSTON, Dec. 29 (AP) ~ Federal
Distnct Judge Arthur Garnity Jr., who
spent cipght years overseeiny, integra-
tion in the nation’s oldest public schoot
system, will hand contrul uf the system
tothe stateon Jan, 3.

Judge Garrity signed an order late
Thursday setting up the machinery for
the court to step aside in favor of the
state Board of LEducation.

Judge Garrity ruled in 1974 that Bos.
ton operated a dua) school system in
which black pupils were able to attend

only a few schouols. That beg; stormy
series of court-ordered CM’\A

'r In Helena, Mont., a volunteer serves refreshments to those walting for gift checks.
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checks going to 1,170 families. This year
the benefactor donated $40,000 and
called on other people in the community
todonate funds.

Mrs. Kennedy sajd that this year
there were more people than ever walt-
ing in line, which she ascribed to eco-
nomic conditions. She said she hoped
that national press attention will “‘spur
affiuent people in other communitles to
dosimilar things.”

The only communication Secret
Santa has with the people who accept
his ‘money is a’ letter reprinted in the
local newspaper. It reads: *'1 know that
God does love all the little children and
that he does not want any sad little
faces on Christmas Morning. He sent
his son into the world on Christmas.
Jesus is the first gift, and the greatest of
all. Now we give to one another to ex-

press our love and joy at this exciting

time of year. It makes me happy to pro-

vide money for toys for needy children.

glny God bless every one of you. Love,
anta."

5 Die as Car Runs Red Light

ALLENTOWN, Pa., Dec. 24 (UPI) —
Five people, including three children,
were killed and four others were in-
jured today when their auto ran a red
iight; hit another car and struck a tree.
The driver of the victims' auto, Santos
Colon, 28 years old, of Reading, was in
the intensive care unit of Sacred Heart
Hospital, where he was arraigned on
five counts of homicide by motor vehi-
cle and a charge of driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, the potice said.

Some in Flooded Suburb Ignoring
Advice on Dioxin Contamination
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ST. LOUIS, Dec. 24 — Many of the
2,037 residents of Times Beach, a Mis-
souri suburb of St. Louis inundated by a
fload three weeks ago, scem to be ipnor-
ing 2 Federal apency’s recommenda-
ton that they stay away - from ther
homes becinse soil tests show danger-
ously hiph levels of the chemical con-
taminant dioxin.

In a warning issued Thursday by the
Centers for Discase Control in Atlanta,
the flooded people of Times Beach were
urped not to return to their houses, or to
leave if they had returmed. A prelimi-
nary analysis of soil samples, taken a
week before the recent flood, indicated
toxic dioxin levels preater than 100
parts per hillion,

About M0 residents had already gone
back to clean up their flood-damaged
houses when this litest blow came.

The Red Cross ordered {ts volunteers
out of Times Beach, but not all the resi-
dents followed. Their mood, as ex-

| pressed at a Christmas party in Times

Beach Thursday night, ranged from
frustration to anger.

Contamination Known Earlier

“Why didn’t they do this in 747"
asked i man who was helping with the
flood cleanup. “Now all of a sudden
we've had a flood and they're going to
kick us while we're down.*”

His reference was to carlier Federal
investigations that showed it was dioxin
that.had killed horses, birds, cats and
mice at places in the St. Louis area that
had been sprayed with waste oi} laced
with 306 to 356 parts per million of the
toxin. In 1971, 97 horses died at three
stables where the waste oll was used
and 10 people became il after being ex-
pused to the toxic chemical byproduct.

The oil spraying was used to hold
down dust. It is believed that certain un-
paved roads in Times Beach and an ath-
letic field on the north side.of town were
sprayed in 197t and 1972 .
-- Two-ol-38 Times- Beach -areas-ana
lyzed by laboratories of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency showed
unusually high levels of dioxin, which is
a useless byproduct of the manufactur-
ing of a number of chemicals, including
hexachlorophene and herbicides. Like
.DDT, dioxins take years to break down
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in the soil. Dioxins’ effects on people is
a matter of dispute, but certiun types
have caused cancer, hiver damage and
birth defects in laboratory animals.

“*The data are very preliminary,”” the
Centers for Disease Control sald in its
advisory, “‘and F. P A, has not yet had
the opportunity to quaiity assure and
‘verify these data.

“However,” the advisory went on,
*while most results remain in the range
of 1 to 20 p.p.b,, two of the {)rst 38 sam-
ples showed PCBRB (dioxin) levels of
greater than 100 parts per billon, At
this point, we do not know the extent of
the areas with these high levels or what
has happened to the sl from these
more highly contaminated arcas as a
result of the flooding,

It is possible thal much of the most
highly contamined soil has heen diluted
or spread about by the flood water. It s
also possible that tsolated and highly
contaminated arvas still exist or have
been shifted to new areas.””

The Federal wamings, however, did
not stop & community Christmas party
sponsored by the Times Beach Police
Department, where a definite Missoun
*show-me’” attitude was evident,

‘Carry Us Out Forcibly'

1 told everyone who called me to-
ntpht the same thing,”” said Alderman
Sidney K. Hammer, who will become
Mayor of Times Beach next week. *'The
only way 1 and my family are leaving is
if they carry us out forcibly."

‘“This may sound bizarre to you, but
this i3 good news,'’ ndded Laine Jump-
er, the town's building commisstoner.
“What this means for the people of
Times Beach is that instead of tearing
out 23 miles of streets that were
sprayed with dioxin, they may find it
more cost effective to buy out the
place.”

Times Beach is situated about 25

plain of the Meramec River, a tributary
of the Mississippi. It was named by a
long-defunct St. Louis daily newspaper,
The Times, which promoted it in the
1920°s as a healthfu) place to live, a
community whose future prospegitly

was assured.

‘iles west of Sto Louts along the flood - - -
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