: 's‘},‘NATIONAL A"FAIRS

1 L
‘ . P
| 1»'!‘ : ; !’

|

:{‘« sl

Toxic sho k I)esplte a rumou cﬂoodz) d contamman{
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Evcn atits best, the smallesour town
' of Times Beach is not a barticularly
fpretty place Dilapidated hotses, obile
“homes and old cottages resting atap ce-
ment;block foundations %heltcf‘a popula-
tlon of2,500, many of whom cal thembelves

“river rat$"—an affectionate referedce to
, the nearby, Meramec River. B!}t carly last
" month theriver lashed out-at Times He each) .
swirling 22 feet above flood levil and damj-
_aging virtulally every one ofth4 town

)

hazardousjevels of the chcmlu*.dloxm had
"been uncavered in soil samplis from thé
town, and!residents just movin' * bac aftet,
the flood w{re urged tocvacua!e nceagain'
“Thisisphenomenal,” says Freld|A. Lafser,
director of the Missouri De;‘.mmcm of
Natural Résources. “Very few rcop]e in the
"world havg dioxin problems, ahd verly fcw’l
people in. thq world have flood! ‘problems.:
. We have both.” -
onmeamongthe most toxitchemicals
created by man. About 50sites aound Mis-'
souri may ‘have been contaminited 4

3 Chmtmal&dcml agencies cof, ﬂrmc I that
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with other i ‘wasres and used as fi:l,for 4
sites, buried Or{ farms, even SlOl’L‘d in:
on a schodl campus. But for Times B

25 miles southwest of St, Louis, the pre

tank
cach,

ty's dirt slrcus to control dust in the
ly 1970s. Although the streets; fvarc
paved, the bcadly chcm;cal S lcg cy li
under the surface and m the soil I\ll af

Jeac

the town. - !

The confamination of Tlmu
raised sc.rulus questions about the fd
government' s role in anr!nnménml
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~ was even worse: dioxin-contaminatéd oil
was gcncr()usly sprayed on the u)mn‘num- ,
ear-
. 19§

deral}:
bmer- ||

- sour’’ 1

‘thego

n, ‘ri ver mt Jae Caskey vows to stay

T Troubl at Tlmes Beach

genmes As far back as 1974, the Centers for
DlSCdSGCOn!I‘OI determined that dioxin had
affect d the health of at least 10 people and
killed hundreds of animals at various Mis-

cations. The CDC had traced the
chemidal to the now defunct Northeastern
I’harmJ ceutical and Chémical Co. Thus,

otl had bcen sprayed on Times Beach. It was

not until last Novcmbcr‘ however, that the

) 800‘ 1
dwellings.il Then, just two (hys Before i

Envirp m‘é;nl‘al‘ Protection Agency went in
totest soil samples. Now many fear that the

- recent oodmg, may have spread the dioxin

y the -
substance wHen it was impropcrly mixed!
ome-| |

ngers|;

pollutlol\ cvm farther, making it much
harder t clc,m up.

Nowhere to Go: Tirmes Beach is in a quqn-

dary. The CDC has strongly recommended
that tovalsfolk stay clear of the contaminat-
ed area untif a new round of tests are con-
ducted.But roughly a third have come back
to the ﬂdod-ravaged town to live or to sal-
vage what they can. “They have nowhere
else to go,” said: resident Laine Jumper.
“That’ s'j‘vhy lhey re returning.” On the
strects d at an emotional mass meetmg in
nedrby Durcka last week, some residents
questiorleld whether there is.a danger at all.
“I'velived here for 30 years and built a good
life| herd, said Evelyn Zufall. I cannot
belfeve ﬂus is 1 dangerous as they tell us.’
Evén if{future tests reveal that the flood
actirally, mitigatu!lhcdang,crbydilutingthc
dioxin, lgu river rats still fuce tough times—
with little hope for financial assistande. In
0, rdsidents of Times Beach voted by
osta2-fo-1 margintowithdraw from the
onal flood-insurance program because
y thdught that, federal regulations con-

ted v«'ltth wuc too stringent.
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trnment suspected that dioxin-laced |

- go's’

: wawﬁrozen shut,lwith

he Unseaso

t'wai

whit Christmas| 82 “brought nsg

sonal exl:csses across the nation—bli zaLs
t

“in;the Rocky Mounthin and plains $ta

toL’réntn 1 dowh

sincé 1913 para]yze}much of the state for,
o thousand people were stran
Christmas Eve at Derlver’s Stapleto Inte
nati nalAlrport——cl sed for the firsttim %
almgst 30 years At least four Colaradars
died}in the storm,
thre feet of show o Denver and simi
amoum throughout the Rockies. ‘Ift
i were rain, we’d be bpilding an ark,” s:
: Ri)nn Irving of thé National Weathér Sen
ih Dy nver! Clea 'up operations in t
. c1ty, sting about
ven with help from Army reseriv-
that they may becomea factor in ur
tions. "Meanwhile,

ists
coming mdyoral eled
new blizzard dumped from 6 to 241 chcsof
sno frém Kansas up to Minnesota and
across to northern Michigan. This time}it
wastheaneaﬁolls St. PaulAlrpohwhlch
7inches of stiow, and
the rpof of the Minneapolis Metrodome dc-
flated wnhamlghlygroan 1 K
Sandbags: 'Lonisiaria’s Christmas crisis
was.rain—more than 20 inches in some
placesby‘thccrid of the week. Floodmgm 19

N p'\rlshcq led Gov. David Treen to eclaref

‘state! ot”emcrgency Al least six p J)ple dl«,d
and more than 10,000 were forced to led'ye
‘theirihomes. The flooding caught gtate offi-
cidls by surprise; and Louisiana’s Office of
Emctgency Prepdredness had to s¢ek sand-
bags from rain-soaked Mississippi.|In Ale{7
‘andria, 175 milesnorthwest of New rlcan#,‘
. residents'complained (hat they were left to
fend for thcmselves as waters rose three feet
in some neighborhoods. My parents talketl

too warm, 0o wet and evcjn tx&of

ich dumped two[p

pours|in the South arjd réc-' .
arin temperatufes in the eastern h lf
i of'th'e ndtion’ ‘ “
' Colorjdo s Christmas blizzard, it worst,

2 million, moved’ so '

10 everyBody, ' said Doug Murray, “antl -
théy seemcdto say,'Y uarcthererow , just
stlckn out’.” President Reagan, s heduled ‘

to ﬂy'back to Washington from hl% hollday ‘

in thfornm planned to observe|some «
Louxsmna s worst flooding at Monroe,
wherk the tain- swollex?
mt:n}norethar;mxfeet'xboveﬂoodEtage ‘E
Compared with last week’s killer snowc‘
and
were
Arpencans beginmng {o expect th#t the
ﬂmt New Yearivould be able to dg witho

erelya pleasant oddity—with many

ot

Ouachita River had..

I}nods, the East’s balmy temperaturef; .
!

uli

even Htc traditional dmﬁer It wassowarm-—+ .

a ru.ord 65 degtees in New York City at 1 It
p-m. nn Dec. 28———!!1&! one could
mmgmc Times qum ¢ revelers jgreeting]
1983 in Bermuda shorts and T shirts. Sm-l
teen Midwesterncities,stretching from Aml
Arboi Mith., to Milwaukee, alsd postec
redordl hlghs that day; the reading it Chica}

"Hare Airport (65) was 13| degreeg
warmer than the date’s previous high.- ;

lBu Clucagox wei thcr always has’i
i
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